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Superintee d ms 6 r L DIr.rTom Smath

It is hard to believe that spring is here and we are moving toward the end of the
school year. Spring is often seen as a time of change and it is no different this year.
One of the changes this year is my leaving the position of superintendent. After 22
years with Fluvanna Schools, eight of those as superintendent, | have decided to
retire at the end of June.

During my time as superintendent, change has been evident. We have seen growth in
the number of students served, the technology used to educate our students and
communicate with our families, the number of children graduating from high school,

and the number successfully meeting the standards set by our state and national

gove rnments. We have also seen an increase in the variety of courses and

opportunities offered our students. This is evident from the implementation of the
International Baccalaureate Program in our
two of our elementary schools to the
increased opportunity fo  r our high school
students to take college -level courses while
still in high school. During this time, we have
continually looked forward in addressing

the increasingly varied needs of our

students. Our successes have been due to a
team effort fi bus drivers who transport
students to school, classified support staff
who feed the students and maintain the THOMAS WD, SMITH
schools, teachers who teach the students,
administrators and professional support
staff who help make instruction possible. This team also includes the studen ts and
their families. Without all of these persons working together, success would not be
possible.

This time of change will also bring great challenges to our schools in the future. Our

world is becoming more competitive on a global level. If our stud ents do not have the
skills necessary to compete on this level, their futures will be limited. This not only

hurts our children but our state, our nation, and most importantly our community. As

we see the resources necessary from both state and local sourc es diminish, we must
continue to work together.

Fluvanna has been fortunate to have the dedication of its educational team rise to
each challenge that stood in the way of the education of its children. It is working with
this team that | will miss the mo st and for which | feel the greatest pride.
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Students and Staff Read for 482,990 Minutes

The Read For All event was held in January at Central, Cunningham, and Co lumbia
elementary schools.  Students gathered to be recognized and receive certificates.

Read For All is an event encouraging students to read as well as to look at all forms of
reading and understand that people access the written word in different ways . The
event is sponsored by the Fluvanna Education Foundation, the Recording for the

Blind and Dyslexic, and Barnes and Noble.

The event was held January 6 -20, and the winning classrooms were:

Fifth Grade -Ms . Switzer
Fourth Grade -Mr s . Gr os s

s ¢l ass with

0 4 0, 08 minutes
0 class with 16,512
t

mi nut es

Third Grade -Mr s . Baskfieldds cl ass wi h 20, 964 minut
Second Grade -Mr s . Denbyds class with 13,095 minutes
Second Grade -Mr s. Goochdés class with 10,204 minutes
Second Grade -Mr s. Covertos Z2mhrues with 1, 96
Total minutes at each grade level:
Second Grade - 86,254 minutes
Third Grade - 133,155 minutes
Fourth Grade - 114,184 minutes
Fifth Grade -139,692 minutes
Staff member with the most minutes - Mrs. Hardy with 2,350 minutes.
Staff members read 22,625 minutes with 20 staff members participating.

471,778 total minutes read at Central

2,927 total minutes read at Columbia

8,285 total minutes read at Cunningham
Foragrand t ot al of €. 482,990 minutes read

during the second annual RFB&D READ -FOR-ALL
for the Fluvanna County Elementary Schools!!!

Individual winners are shown, back row, left to rigMichele Shepherd,
Camille Bradshaw, Hannah AlstoBmily Rea, Dashon Cartesind

Robyn Jackson.

Middle row, left to right: Gail Milligan, Hailey Donald, Kayla Chapman,
Elvis Masinovic, Olivia Burruss, and Sophia Leichtentritt.

Front row, left to right:Jennifer Valentine, Katie Wall, Andrew
Farruggio, Corefr r as er , Margl Sue D&@éd e | |
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Obama and King Meet at Columbia Elementary School

Barack Obama and his wife Michelle welcomed Martin Luther King Jr. and his wife

Coretta at Cunningham on January 15 to cel ebr at
Obama, played by Tavion Banks, thanked  Dr. King, played by William Jones, for

paving the way for his successful preS|dent|aI election. Coretta Scott King, played by

Shatrice Rush, joined her husband in

congratulating Mr. Obama on his presidency.

Michelle Obama, played by Kiara Elliot, told

Mrs. King that Dr. King could not have done

all his good work without her help. At the

end of the meeting, Abril Tingey -Espinosa,

our narrator, brought out a birthday cake.

OHappy Birthdaydé was sung t
conclude our skit, Abril invited all

Cunningham staff and students to enjoy a

piece of Dr. Kingds birthda
and to remember what he did for all people.

Students pictured from left to right: Kiaralliot, Tavion Banks,
Abril Tingey-Espinosa, WilliamJones, and Shatrice Rush.
Students aréfom Mrs. Gooch's secorgrade class.

Fluco Takes First in Bakina Competition

By Kelly Eldridge, FCHSgurnalism Student

Allez Cuisine! Fluvanna County High School senior,
Olivia Winston, participated in the Commercial Baking
Competition Friday, March 5, and took first place.
Winston is the School Board student representative and
is currently taking culinary classes at CATEC and was
asked by her teacher to compete.

OWhenever baking competition
al ways asks me about 1t and
course, thisisw hat | want to do, 0O
was a good decision for Winston because now she will

be taking her culinary skills to the next level. She is

now going to compete in state competition that will take

place in Hampton.

Winston won first place by com  pleting five different
dishes in the short time of three hours. Winston first
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had to decorate a six -inch round chocolate cake with white icing. She added a large

white shell boarder, which created the illusion that the cak e was bigger than it

actually was. Her next dish was known as a Obl i
pie crust without the filling. She then baked muffins with an orange -zest glaze on top,

and then she baked rolls. Her last dish was Danish with fruit, or--in culinary terms -

puff pastries.

olt was |like Iron Chef. Everyone was running at
Winston said. There is no doubt that Winston will be seen competing in the real Iron
Chef in the years to come.

Fom Lemon Batteries to Snap, Crackle, and Pop

By Terry Criclenberger and Madi Millwee, FCHS journalism students

What do fruit flies, batteries, and breakfast cereal have in common? All were subjects

of scientific scrutiny at this yeards FMS Sci el
submit experiments that follo  wed Virginia Science Fair rules, which are very

stringent, and which have discouraged many student submissions.

So this year, science teacher Tammy Bowers told students to simply do what they
thought was interesting. As a result, Middle School students s ubmitted 67 projects,
far more than the three submitted last year.

This yeards projects included -FivedivelTimeréwhichycl e o
is designed to |Ilight a whole house), a project
battery,aninvestigation into whether milk or water n

the most, and a experiment that dabbles into physics to show if you really can cheat
in baseball.

This yeard6s judges included Tenaska represent af
teache rs. Tenaska judge Donnie Scott has been judging the Science Fair for five

years. He says he rates the experiments on the presentation and if the device is

usable.

One of the experiments was sixth -gr ader Hannah Jonesd® Snap, Cr a
experiment. The exp eriment involved two bowls of Rice Crispies cereal with milk

poured into one and water into the other. The project revealed that the Crispies made

the most noise with water, rather than mil k. J
her experiment.

The final winners out of each grade weresixth  -gr ader Gl enn Boyle for t
Battery, 6gsademtAustin Early for his OFootbal/l
and eighth -gr ader Morgan Barker for her o0Study of CI
were given ri bbons and certificates for participating.
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Overall, this Science Expo gave students
opportunities in the field of science.

Even though students only compete
against their classmates, they still
receive the knowledge of figu ring out
how to work the scientific methods in

the real world.

Pictured: Sixthgrader Hannah Jones with her
cereal experiment.

Families Learning Together

Families Learning Together  Spanish/English Conversation Group practices language
skills with Mrs. Gayle von Key serling, adult education teacher. For more information
and/or to join the group, please call 842  -9273.

(-ﬁ



http://fluco.org/
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Career anf Technical Education News
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SkallsUSA
In March six Fluvanna County High School students, who are currently
attending Charlottesville -Albemarle Technical Center (CATEC), placed in their
respective competitions in the District SkillSUSA competitions. First -place winners
will be traveling to Hampt on in April to compete in state competitions.
Olivia Winston, Culinary 8 Commercial Baking - 1st
Margaret Bell, Culinary 8 Community Service 0 1st
Michelle Gregory, Cosmetology  d Occupational Scrapbook & 1st
Latasha Young, Cosmetology & Occupational Scra pbook 8 2™

Kierra Woodson, Cosmetology 8 Occupational Scrapbook & 2™

Chelsea Foster, Cosmetology 8 Occupational Scrapbook d 4th

- FBLA_ @BA At the recent Regional Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA)
conference, six students earned second  -place finishes and will

advance to state competition in Reston. Congratulations to all of the students and the
business teachers. The business teachers are Harriett Parrish, Christine Kreitzman,
and Darren McCauley.
Matthew Johnson & Accounting
Paul Duffau & Busines s Calculations
Jonnay Grooms @ Introduction to Business Communications
Delenthia Smith 8 Business Communications

Kelly Douma & Word Processing |

Courtney Jarvis & Word Processing Il
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School Board Members

Mrs. Barbara Gibbons, Chair - Rivanna District
589-6878
vagibby@gmail.com

Mr. Thomas Muir, Vice -Chair - Palmyra District
295-3585

Mrs. Bertha Armst rong - Fork Union District
842-3649
flumacaa@ntelos.net

Mr. Douglas R. Johnson - Cunningham District
286-6982
doug -johnson@mail.fluco.org

Mr. Brian Phillips - Rivan na District
242-4766
dbrianphillips@hotmail.com

Mrs. Camilla Washington - Columbia District
589-8835
washington4flucos@yahoo.com

Olivia Winston - Student Lia ison

School Board Meetings

School Board meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month
at the School Board Office.  Closed meeting begins at 6 p.m. Public
meeting begins at 7 p.m.



mailto:vagibby@yahoo.com
mailto:flumacaa@ntelos.net
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Save Box Tops. Help Your School

By Brittni Peck, FCHSgurnalism sudent

t hi

(@]
—

When you buy groceries, you typically don
may have heard that the schools want you to save and send in your box tops, but you
may have a hard time believing that it really makes a difference. It does.

For example, on most General Mills products there is a box top which you can bring to

your school. The school gets ten cents for every box top. Sounds small? Yes, but it all
adds up, particularly with recent budget cuts.

Before throwing the box away, all you do is cut or tear the box top off and send it back

in a bag to your childdés teacher. Al so when yol
the bar code off or send in the lid, your school will earn points towards supplies.

Since 1996, Box Tops for Education has raised $300 million to go towards supplies

for schools. It has helped to get supplies in 90,000 schools across the United States.

The money earned by Fluvanna schools is used to buy books or other educational

items. Even one box top can make a difference.

Another way you can help out is by Labels for Education. For over 37 years, Labels

for Education has awarded educational equipment to schools in exchange for bar

codes and lids from many Campbell ds product s.
schools and has benefited more than 42 million students. In the past couple years

they have gave $110 million in gear to American schools. The poi nts earned are used

to redeem things such as PE equipment and electronics.

Some items to think about when in the grocery
Soup or drinks, or Pepperidge Farm products. Places to look for the box tops are on
cookie mixes, cereal, and Bisquick boxes.

Either one of these projects is worth your time. Even if you only send one dollar worth
of box tops, it still makes a differfeangywur |t 6s
children i get through these tough economic times.

UVa Professor Richard Cohen as Guest Speg

Article submitted by Linda Fletcher, FMS foreign language teacher.

Richard Cohen, a professor at the University of Virginia and Director of the Asia
Institute, came to lecture and introduce the Sanskrit and Hindi languages to seventh -
grade world la nguage students on February 22.  With India's rapidly changing
demographics and growing population, coupled with its 'nuclear club membership," it
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definitely has a significant role in world economics and politics. Unfortunately, our
American students know very little about this emerging super -country. Dr. Cohen
came equipped with a PowerPoint presentation, a PBS video, and 15 years of living in

India to share with FMS students.  He fielded a variety of questions from students and
the world language teacher alike! With a progressive stance toward preparing

students for the world awaiting them, additional guest speakers are | ined up for
Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and Russian languages over the next two and a half
months.

American Math Challenge

By Fluvanna Middle School students Kayla Wells, Meadow Parrish, and Emma Strickland

This year over one million middle -school students from all ov  er America participated

in a nationwide math program called the American Math Challenge. This website

gives students a chance to compete live against other participants and test their

math abilities. Scott Flansburg, dunoredbleé t he 0 HI
math skills, founded this program to enable kids to learn math in a fun and positive

way. Many sixth -graders at Fluvanna Middle School participated in this event.

Al t hough it didndt make it into the O0Top One HI
had many high scores. The big winners from each sixth -grade team were Alexandra

LeFon from the Riptides Team, Jamie Fletcher from the Flamingos Team, Nick

Washington from the Transformers Team, and finally, with the highest score overall,

was Connor Dee rwester from the All -Stars Team.

While most competitors were within the range of one thousand to two thousand

points, Connor Deerwester weighed in with an astounding score of over thirty -four
thousand points fi more than most
sixth -grade teams had combined

This educational experience is a
great opportunity for kids worldwide
to interact with other students from
different cultures and backgrounds.

Pictured: Math Challenge winners (from left
to right) Jamie Fletcher, Alexandra LeFon,
. Connor DeerwestegndNick Washington
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Black History Month Field Trip

This article was written by the students of the FMS journalism club Callie Hamm, Moniqie¥ Kies
Mary Milton, and Erica Jones

In March, thirty Middle School students attended a field trip to the Rosenwald School
in Palmyra. The purpose of this trip was to learn the history of the old African -
American schools and how they were used in their time

Erica Jones, aseventh -gr ader at FMS, attended the field t
the trip and | learned that the buildings on my road were actually schools in the

1940s. 6 Mr. Bower, a U.S. Hi story teacher at t|
was very impressed after | earning about Pal myra

Mrs. Patterson, also a Fluvanna Middle School employee, chaperoned the trip, and

when interviewed for this article, stated that
aboutthemgaveme a di fferent appreciation for the publ
visiting the old schools, Mrs. Patterson stat ect
pl umbing, being warm, and having transportati ol

There so many more w onderful things that students and | appreciate now that many
others didndt have back then. o

Al s o, Ms . Mozel |l Booker, the groupds tour gui d:¢
first students to visit the Rosenwald School since it closed many y ears ago, and that
they had actually made history in doing so!

Mr. Bower and Mrs. Patterson also talked about doing a fundraiser to help raise
money for the restoration of the Rosenwald School building.

Two students who attended the field trip also ha d something to say about the
historical experience. Allexa Loeser and Darien Tinsley would also like to say that
they candét wait to help to raise money to make

Above:Erica Jones, a seventinader at Fluvanniliddle
School interviewed Mrs. Booker. Mrs. Booker served as th; \ s phdaet i 5
tour guide during the field triRight: Students gather during by - ‘ 2 N e
the trip in the Old Rosenwald School ' '
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News From Central Stars

In January Central Elementary School began its second annual READ -FOR-ALL,
sponsored by Reading for the Blind and Dyslexic. Students in Grades 2 -5, as well as
staff, participated in keeping a reading log. The class with the most minutes logged

earned a class party, and the three students with the most minutes read were

honored at a reception at Barnes and Noble Book Store in Charlottesville. January

was also the month of ONati onRUt NDo wm meo rCa.ld i n\
activities were held by all grade levels. Student -made posters displaying antibullying

are still on display at Central. Also in January, several students had their works of art

displayed at the General Assembly Building in Richmo nd. This event was sponsored

by Delegate Rob Bell.

The o0short monthdé of February was very busy at
weather days. Black History Month was celebrated throughout the building. Read

Across America was also celebrated in cl assrooms as students participated in

various activities such as Sustained Silent Reading, daily story time, and author

studies, including the reading of Dr. Seuss books. Our students participated in the

first round of Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) t esting in Grades K -5. Our

Effective Schoolwide Discipline (ESD) Star Store continued and another Accelerated

Reader Store (to award students for accumulated AR reading points) was held. Mr.

Hel bert, Ms. Carter, and Mrs. Lowmaeeho®edht r al 0 :
during Guidance Counselor Appreciation Week. Central opened its doors for

kindergarten registration for the 2010 -2011 year (registrations are still being taken).

The Fourth -and Fifth -Grade Spelling Bee was held on February 18. Winners were:

Emily Graves, first place; Suzannah Carr, first runner -up; and Noah York, second

runner -up. The PTO-sponsored parents vs. the teachers o0
basketball game was held in mid -February and was very well attended. Classes

learned aboutou r presi dents for Presidentsd Day. The
on display in classrooms and in the hallways. Also in February the PTO hosted a

breakfast in honor of Centralds wonder ful par aj

Il n March Central ds Gr a ddtoMapmort Park®g ah BxEnsiomoh v e | e
their science curriculum. Fourth  -Grade STARS went to Pamplin Park to expand their

knowledge of the Civil War as part of their Virginia Studies class. In addition, second -

graders were visited by Fork Union Military Aca demy (FUMA) international cadets

from South Korea, Ireland, China, and Mexi co.
Beyondd6 program that has been coordinated with
Coordinator at FUMA. The annual fith -gr ade gi r |l sd @athal gamesweyedd b a s k
held on March 26 at the High School gym. Central was thrilled to be able to host this

memorable event again. This event has been a tradition at Central since 1981. Go

Blue Devils and Gold Dragons!

Important Reminders:
We have many oppo rtunities for parents/community members to volunteer at
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Central. Please call the main office if you are interested.

Fridays are o0School Spirit Days. 6 Students may Wwe
apparel.
Presidentséd Day art work at Central El ementary.

International cadets from FUMA visit Central

students.

Palmyra Educator Receives Honor as Runndp in National
Toyota Family Literacy Teacher dle Year

Virginia educator Gayle von Keyserling was named as a ru nner -up for the national
2010 Toyota Family Literacy Teacher of the Year award on April 11 at the National
Conference on Family Literacy (NCFL) in San Antonio.

Mrs. von Keyserling, who specializes in adult education, GED preparation, and

English as a Seco nd Language, has worked at Families Learning Together in Palmyra
for eight years. As part of the award given by Toyota and the National Center for
Family Literacy, she received a scholarship to the NCFL conference and a $500 grant
for travel expenses.

"Research and results at family literacy centers throughout the country demonstrate
that working with multiple generations is the best way to lift up the entire family," said
Sharon Darling, president and founder of NCFL. "It increases their stability and
financial well -being, and it opens the door of infinite possibility to them. Gayle's
dedication is having an immediate and long  -term impact not only on those families
she touches but on the entire community."



